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PROGRAM OF EVENTS

Prelude

Processional

Mace Bearer

Faculty Marshals

Presenting the Colors

National Anthem

President’s Welcome

COM Dean’s Remarks

Commencement Speaker

Introduction of DO Graduates

Hooding of Graduates

Fresno State Jazz Combo
Directed by Richard Lloyd Giddens, Jr.

Director of Jazz Studies, Associate Professor

Sherese Richards, MD

Chair, Associate Professor

Krista Edmiston, PhD

Associate Professor

Francisco Ibarra, PharmD
Adjunct Associate Professor

Koteswara Rao Nalamolu, PhD

Associate Professor

Sudhakar Pemminati, PhD

Professor

Fresno State Army ROTC Color Guard

The Vocal Chords
Ronald Llenado, DO, Conductor

Florence T. Dunn, Hon DHS

Founding President

John Graneto, DO

Dean and Professor, College of Osteopathic Medicine

Karen J. Nichols, DO

Chair Emeritus, Accreditation Council for Graduate

Medical Education

Duc Chung, MD

Associate Dean and Associate Professor

Varsha Swamy, DO
CHSU-COM Alumni Association,
Co-President (2024)

Sundeep Grewal, DO

Chair, and Associate Professor

Jared Ham-Ying, DO

Assistant Professor

Sidney James, DO

Medical Director and Associate Professor

Jonathan Terry, DO

Assistant Dean and Associate Professor



PROGRAM OF EVENTS CONT.

CBHP Dean's Remarks Sree Pattipati, PhD

Associate Dean and Professor,
College of Biosciences and Health Professions

Introduction of MS Graduates Rosemary Sanchez, EdD

Director, Academic and Student Affairs

MS Hooding Ceremony Sree Pattipati, PhD
Associate Dean and Professor,
College of Biosciences and Health Professions

Allen Keshishian, PharmD

Assistant Dean and Associate Professor, College of
Biosciences and Health Professions

Conferring of Degrees Florence T. Dunn, Hon DHS
Founding President
Osteopathic Oath Lisa Chun, DO
Associate Dean and Professor
DO Graduate Reflection Cortland Jell, DO
Valedictorian, CHSU-COM Class of 2026
MS Graduate Reflection Roussolini Socrates, MS
Class of 2026
Closing Remarks John Graneto, DO

Dean and Professor, College of Osteopathic Medicine

Recessional

COMMENCEMENT 2026



UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Kristin Clark, EdD, MA, Chair
Robert A. Amaro, Vice Chair
Charles Farr, MD, Secretary
Darius Assemi

Farshid Assemi

Matthew Besmer, JD, EdD

Greg Copeland, DO
Pamela Freeman-Fobbs, JD
Jason Hollrah, CPA

Kurt Madden

Peter Smits, PhD

Bill Smittcamp

UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION

Florence T. Dunn, Hon DHS

President

Sandra Acuna, MBA, FAAC

Director of Financial Aid

Tanya Bohorquez, CPA, MBA
Chief Financial Officer

Janine Dragna
University Registrar

James Dunn
Vice President of Operations

John Graneto, DO, MEd
Dean, College of Osteopathic Medicine
Interim Chief Academic Officer
Vice President of Health Affairs

Richele Kleiser

Vice President, Marketing and Communications

Joanne Muellenbach, MLS
Health Sciences Library Director

Sree N. Pattipati, MPharm, PhD
Associate Dean, College of Biosciences and Health
Professions

Interim VP of Research

Professor

Joshua L. Prober, JD
Vice President for Legal Affairs

and General Counsel

Carlita Romero-Begley, MSL, PHR
Vice President of Human Resources
Tide IX, Equity and Diversity Coordinator
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COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE LEADERSHIP

John Graneto, DO, MEd

Dean and Professor

Lisa Chun, DO, MS.MEd.L

Associate Dean of Osteopathic Clinical Education
and Simulation, Professor Osteopathic Principles
and Practices

Duc Chung, MD, MBA
Associate Dean of Graduate Medical Education
Associate Professor of Medicine

Sundeep Grewal, DO
Chair of Primary Care

Associate Professor

Edward Merino, PhD
Assistant Dean of Research
Professor of Biomedical Education

Jan Pryor, DO, MPH
Chair of Osteopathic Principles
and Practice, Professor

Mahboob Qureshi, MD, MPH, PhD
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs
and Assessment, Professor

Sherese Richards, MD, MBA, MMEd
Chair of Biomedical Education
Associate Professor

Ken Smith, PhD

Assistant Dean of Student Affairs and Enrollment

Jonathan Terry, DO
Assistant Dean of Community Clinical Education
Associate Professor, Specialty Medicine

COLLEGE OF BIOSCIENCES AND HEALTH
PROFESSIONS LEADERSHIP

Sree N. Pattipati, MPharm, PhD

Associate Dean and Professor

Allen Keshishian, PharmD, MS, RPh
Assistant Dean of Student Affairs and Enrollment

Associate Professor

Rosemary Sanchez, EdD

Director of Academic and Student Affairs
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CALIFORNIA HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY FACULTY

PROFESSORS

Lisa Chun, DO, MS.MEd.L

John Graneto, DO, MEd

Mahboob Qureshi, MD, PhD, MPH
Talal El-Hefnawy, MD, PhD

Reena LamichhaneKhadka, PhD
Edward Merino, PhD

Sree N. Pattipati, PhD, MPharm
Sudhakar Pemminati, PhD, PharmB
(Martin) Jan Pryor, DO, MPH

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Jonathan Terry, DO

Sundeep Grewal, DO

Sumera Hayat, MD

Sidney James, DO

Tanveer Jilani, PhD

Allen Keshishian Namagerdi, PharmD, MS
Gisou Mohaddes, PhD

Koteswara Rao Nalamolu, MPharm, PhD
Sherese Richards, MD, MBA

Duc Chung, MD, MBA

Krista Edmiston, PhD

Sara Goldgraben, MD, MPH, MBA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

Peter Botros, DO

Geni Perryment, PhD

Rajan Adhikari, MBBS, PhD
Sarmad Ghazi, MBChB
Jared Ham-Ying, DO
Pamela Kammen, MD

Kreg Love, DO

Elizabeth Martinez, DO
Avtar Nijjer-Sidhu, PhD, RD
Alvaro Pinto, MD, PhD
Robert Reynders, DO

INSTRUCTOR

Jonas Quinteros, MS

ADJUNCT PROFESSORS
Mohammed Rahman, PhD
Ron Yee, MD

Barbar Rao, MD

ADJUNCT ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Dwayne DePry, DO
Mohammed Elhassan, MD

Jonathan Grossman, MD

Francisco Ibarra, PharmD
Chhaya Makhija, MD
Yoshihiro Ozaki, DO

ADJUNCT ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

Abimola Bankole, MD
Justine Barrett, DO

Tony Bruno, MD

Matthew Bryan, DO

Ria D'Souza, MD

Karen Fong Wu, MD

Chitra Kandaswamy, MD, MPH
Mark Krel, DO

Joseph Lin, MBT, EdD
Rosa Manzo, PhD
Khodadad Namiranian, MD
Julie Nicole, MD

Ji Young Park, MD
Mohammed Shaikh, MD
Iman Shull, MD

John Stivers, DO

David Suhrbier, DO

Dave Swaby, MD

Mary Ann Vandegrift, PhD, RN
Ali Zarrinkhameh, MD
Rouby Mavyan, PhD
Amardeep Aulakh, DO
Obed Barrera Adame, MD
Zhoobin Bateni, MD
Stephanie Bauer, DO
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ADJUNCT ASSISTANT
PROFESSORS CONT.
Luis Bautista, MD

Steven Carstens, DO
Rugqayya Gill, DO

Daniel Gutiérrez Avila, EdD, MA

Abdul Haseeb, MD
John Inouye, MD

Faiza Nawaz, MD
Nashwan N. Obad, MD

ADJUNCT INSTRUCTORS

Manyu Amarasinghe, MPH
Maram Cooper, DO
Guilia Di Bella, DO
Jasmine Gill, DO

Laura Gutierrez-Rivera, DO
Maria Hernandez, MA
Niaree Hopelian, MD
Stephen Howell, MD
Zade Kurdieh, DO
Lauren Ma, DO

Joy Muwanes, DO

Harry Nazario Diaz, MD
Richard Nho, DO

Elisa Quince, DO

Tyler Stinson, MD
Rachel Tamayo, MSc
Maria Torres, MS

Dennis Turnbull, DO
Shelby Wong, DO
Claudia Flores, MS, RDN
Andrea Torres-Perez, DO

CLINCAL PROFESSORS

Vijay Balasubramanian, MD
Dominic Dizon, MD
Sanjeev Goswami, MD
Bradley Hill, MD
Subhashini Ladella, MD

Robert L MacDonald, MD
Soe Naing, MD

Barbar Rao, MD

CLINICAL ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS

Muhammad Rahat Bajwa, MD
Mohammed Elhassan, MD
Eric Farbman, MD

George Hsu, DO

Ian Johnson, MD
Muhammad Khan, MD
Shamsuddin Khwaja, MD
John Lin, MD

Beena Nair, MD

Aftab Naz, MD

Anupama Poliyedath, MD
Andreas Sidiropoulos, MD
Anne VanGarsse, MD

Mellekate Vishwas, MD

CLINICAL ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

Ahmad Abadi, MD
Georges Abou Rjaili, MD
Daniel Adams, MD

Abid Nawaz Khan Adil, MD
Ibraheem Al Shareef, MD
Ramiz Alchi, MD

Sameir Alhadi, MD

Jesse Alifano, DO

Kyle Almodovar, DO
Chenwi Ambe, MD
Andrea Angelucci, DO
Rohit Arora, DO

Nirpaul Bains, MD
Ishtiaque Bangash, MD

Jaswant Basraon, DO
Matthew Beare, MD
Dmitry Belchenko, DO
Cynthia Bergmann, MD
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Suman Bharath, MD
Kevin Blackney, MD

Van Boghossian, MD
Gabriel Carpio-Bracho, MD
Irma Castro, MD

Tha Cha, MD

Norman Chow, DO
Omar Chowdhry, DO
Christopher Chu, MD
Greg Copeland, DO
John Damrose, MD
Shahab Dian, MD

Saul Diaz-Martinez, MD
Jamie Leigh DiPietro, DO
Christina Elzahaby, MD
Salem El-Zuway, MD
Fateh Entabi, MD
Daniel Gaines, DO
Shanti Portia Ganesh, MD
Sayyed Gilani, MD
Stuart Glassner, DO
Patrick Golden, MD
Anu Gopalan, DO
Ananth Gopalan, MD
Amitabh Goswami, DO
Rohan Gupta, MD
Mario Gutierrez, MD
Attiya Haroon, MD
Abdul K Harris, MD
Muhammad Hassan, MD
Eric Huang, MD

Dina Ibrahim, MD
Siddharth Joglekar, MD
Abed Joseph, MD

Angad Kahlon, MD
Mandip Kang, MD
Samir Kashyap, DO
Rebecca Kawagoe, DO
Jesse Kellar, MD

Sidrah Khan, MD

Phillip Kim, MD

Shiva Kolangara, DO
Christina Kwock, MD
Hannah Laimer, DO
Thuyvy Le, DO

Erich Lemker, MD

He Harry Li, MD

David Liao, MD

Chelsea Lin Gong, MD
Irene Liu, MD

Alan Long, MD

Ansar Malik, MD

Jorge Martinez Cuellar, MD
Arpineh Minassi, MD
Nathan Minkoff, MD
Jocelyn Ann Mizunaka, MD
Babak Moeinolmolki, MD
Victor Morales, MD
Gilbert K Moran, MD
Nadeem Mousa, MD
Michael Moya, MD
Khodadad Namiranian, MD
Umar Nasir, MD

Serena Ng, MD

Elizabeth Nguyen, DO
Amisha Nibber, MD

Julie Nicole, MD
Nashwan Obad, MD
Kevin Oei, DO

Kevin Ouma, MD

Tanveer Padder, MD

Eric Poulsen, MD

Lian Quach, DO

Mina Raju, DO

Hector Ramos, MD

Heidi Reich, MD

Jusel Ruelan, DO

Rajpreet Saini, DO
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CLINICAL ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

CONT.

Surinder Sandhu, MD
Kalavagunta Satish Balaji, MD
Amirali Sayadipour, MD
Christopher Schaefer, DO
Andrew See, MD

Sharareh Shabafrooz, DO
Sanket Shah, MD

Mina Shehata, MD

Ziba Shirani, MD

Ariel Shuchleib, MD
Harwinder Singh, MD
Ramneek Singh Kalsi, MD
Nazeem Sultan, MD

Calvin Sung, MD
Timothy Tan, MD
Anjali Tapadia, MD
Daniel Tapia, MD
Rupa Thacker, MD
Bora Timkin, MD
Phu Tran, MD
Jonathan Tye, MD
Vera Valdez, DO
Hongtao Wang, MD
Tin Wong, DO
Syeda Zaidi, DO
Jaime Zelaya, MD

OSTEOPATHIC OATH

I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I am about to enter. I will be mindful always
of my great responsibility to preserve the health and the life of my patients, to retain their
confidence and respect both as a physician and a friend who will guard their secrets with
scrupulous honor and fidelity, to perform faithfully my professional duties, to employ only
those recognized methods of treatment consistent with good judgment and with my skill and
ability, keeping in mind always nature’s laws and the body’s inherent capacity for recovery.

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the community, sustaining its

laws and institutions, not engaging in those practices which will in any way bring shame

or discredit upon myself or my profession. I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any

person, though it be asked of me.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit of progressive cooperation
and never by word or by act cast imputations upon them or their rightful practices.

I will look with respect and esteem upon all those who have taught me my art. To my college

I will be loyal and strive always for its best interests and for the interests of the students who

will come after me. I will be ever alert to further the application of basic biologic truths to

the healing arts and to develop the principles of osteopathy which were first enunciated by

Andrew Taylor Still.

Source: American Osteopathic Association

https://osteopathic.org/about/leadership/aoa-governance-documents/osteopathic-oath/
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER BIO

Karen J. Nichols, DO, MA, MACOI, MACP,
FAMWA, CS-F

Chair Emeritus, Accreditation Council for Graduate
Medical Education

Karen J. Nichols, DO, MA, MACOI, MACP, FAMWA,
CS-F, served as Chair of the Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) from 2020-
2022, the first DO to hold that office, serving a full
board term from 2015-2022.

Dr. Nichols served as the Dean of the Midwestern
University/Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine
from 2002-2018. Prior to being appointed Dean, she
served as Assistant Dean of Post-Doctoral Education and
Chair of Internal Medicine at the Midwestern University/
Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine.

Before starting her tenure in academia, she was in the private practice of internal medicine and
geriatrics in Mesa, Arizona for seventeen years. Dr. Nichols holds a master’s degree in management
with a specialty in Healthcare Administration from Central Michigan University.

Dr. Nichols has received the highest awards from the American Osteopathic Association, the
American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine, and the Kansas City University/
College of Osteopathic Medicine. She received the American Osteopathic Foundation Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2023. The Arizona Chapter of the American College of Physicians awarded
her the Arizona Chapter Leader Award for 2025. Dr. Nichols holds nine honorary degrees.

She served as President of the American Osteopathic Association, the Arizona Osteopathic
Medical Association, and the American College of Osteopathic Internists. She was the first
woman to hold all those positions.

Having made over 900 presentations, she speaks nationally on her book, “Physician Leadership:

The 11 Skills Every Doctor Needs to be an Effective Leader,” women in medicine, dilemmas at
end-of-life, and outreach about osteopathic medicine.
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MESSAGE FROM DEAN GRANETO

Dear COM Class of 2026,

You will always remember this day as one of the major
milestones in your lives. You are standing on the cusp of
your medical careers, and I am filled with overwhelming

pride and admiration for every one of you.

Throughout your journey, you demonstrated unwavering
dedication, resilience, and a profound commitment

to the noble profession of osteopathic medicine. You
spent countless hours studying, refining your skills, and

nurturing your passion for healing.

Today, as you don your cap and gown, and receive your hood, you embody the culmination of

years of hard work and sacrifice.
As you embark on this next chapter, I remind you that your journey is far from over.

In fact, it is just the beginning. As you step into the world of medicine, you will be faced with
challenges and opportunities that will test your resolve and shape your character.

You are more than prepared to tackle whatever comes your way. You have been taught the
knowledge, skills, and compassion necessary to make a difference in the lives of others. You
are the future leaders of healthcare, and the impact you will have on countless individuals and

communities is immeasurable.

Looking beyond your technical expertise, I urge you to never lose sight of the humanity that
lies at the heart of medicine. Remember that behind every diagnosis, every treatment, and
every procedure, there is a person — someone who is relying on you and trusting in you for

hope, healing, and compassion.

You've all demonstrated resilience and grit that got you here today. Along with your
compassion and quest for knowledge, these critically important skills you've developed will

guide you through your next few years of training and throughout your career.

Congratulations, Doctors. The world awaits your compassion, and your dedication to the
service of others.

%W %«M 0o
John Graneto, DO, MEd

Dean and Professor
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CLASS OF 2026 DO GRADUATES

Tatiana Abdulnour, DO

Hometown: Seal Beach, CA
UCLA Medical Center
Los Angeles, CA
Pediatrics

Christopher Larenz Acosta, DO
Hometown: Kingsburg, CA
Naval Medical Center Camp Lejeune
Camp Lejeune, NC
Family Medicine

Nina Marie Aghakhani, DO
Hometown: Los Angele:, CA
Southwest Healthcare Medical Education
Consortium
Temecula, CA
Emergency Medicine

Amber Samara Ali, DO
Hometown: Sacramento, CA
Adventist Health Hanford
Tulare, CA
Family Medicine

Neda Aminzadeh, DO

Hometown: Saratoga, CA
Larkin Community Hospital
South Miami, FL
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Kaweah Delta Health Care District
Visalia, CA
Transitional Year

Tara Nicole Andrade, DO
Hometown: Visalia, CA
OhioHealth-Doctors Hospital
Columbus, OH
Family Medicine

Brynn Appelman, DO
Hometown: Granite Bay, CA
Tripler Army Medical Center
Honolulu, HI
Psychiatry

Likitha Yadav Aradhyula, DO*
Hometown: San Jose, CA
UC Davis Medical Center
Sacramento, CA
Internal Medicine

*Graduate with Honors ** Class Valedictorian %Salutatorian

Alexander Paul Arzoo, DO
Hometown: North Hollywood, CA
San Antonio Regional Hospital
Upland, CA
Internal Medicine

Eiman Azad, DO*
Hometown: Rocklin, CA
Sutter Health
Roseville, CA

Internal Medicine

Ryan Si woo Bae, DO

Hometown: Bakersfield, CA
USC - LA General Medical Center
Los Angeles, CA
Anesthesiology

Patrick Daniel Bagumyan, DO*
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
Desert Regional Medical Center
Palm Springs, CA
Surgery-General

Kirill Konstantinovich Bandalak-
Gonzalez, DO*
Hometown: Modesto, CA

Inova Fairfax Hospital

Falls Church, VA

Pediatrics

Alexis Rochelle Manalaysay Basa, DO
Hometown: Alhambra, CA

Adventist Health White Memorial

Los Angeles, CA

Internal Medicine

Haley Christine Bennett, DO
Hometown: Clovis, CA
Valley Children's Healthcare
Madera, CA

Pediatrics

Megha Bhalla, DO
Hometown: Sacramento, CA
Sutter Health
Roseville, CA
Internal Medicine

Brandon Thomas Book, DO
Valley Children's Healthcare
Madera, CA

Pediatrics
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CLASS OF 2026 DO GRADUATES

Navleen Kaur Brar, DO
Hometown: Clovis, CA
Kaweah Delta Health Care District
Visalia, CA
Psychiatry

Jordyn Taylor Brase, DO
Loma Linda University
Loma Linda, CA
Child Neurology

Kimberly Ochoa Carrasco, DO
Hometown: Ceres, CA

Sutter Health

Modesto, CA

Family Medicine

Joshua D. Carter, DO
Hometown: Fresno, CA
Valley Children's Healthcare
Madera, CA

Pediatrics

Evan Cheng, DO

Hometown: Woodbridge, CT
Stony Brook Teaching Hospital
Stony Brook, NY
Internal Medicine

Suji Choi, DO
Hometown: Seoul, South Korea
HealthONE
Englewood, CO
Family Medicine

Steven Chuh, DO

Hometown: San Diego, CA
William Beaumont Army Medical Center
Fort Bliss, TX
Internal Medicine

Thomas James Cimini, DO

Hometown: Pittsfield, MA
University of Connecticut School of Medicine
Farmington, CT
Emergency Medicine

Cameron Keith DeLaere, DO*
Hometown: Clovis, CA
UC Davis Medical Center
Sacramento, CA
Anesthesiology

*Graduate with Honors ** Class Valedictorian %Salutatorian

Xianzhen Deng, DO
Hometown: Xian, China
South Georgia Medical Center
Valdosta, GA

Transitional Year

Shriya Deshpande, DO
Hometown: Cupertino, CA
St. Joseph's Medical Center
Stockton, CA
Neurology

Ayesha Tanzeeb Dhar, DO
Hometown: Ridgecrest, CA
Valley Children's Healthcare
Madera, CA

Pediatrics

Jashmer Singh Dhillon, DO
Hometown: Redlands, CA
Southwest Healthcare Medical Education
Consortium
Temecula, CA
Internal Medicine

Matinder Kaur Dhillon, DO
Hometown: Turlock, CA
UCSF Health-St. Mary’s Hospital
San Francisco, CA
Internal Medicine

Bryce Dorflinger, DO*
Hometown: Valley Springs, CA
Adventist Health Hanford
Sonora, CA
Family Medicine

Roxanne Thuy Duong, DO
Hometown: Thousand Oaks, CA
Community Memorial Health System
Ventura, CA
Internal Medicine

Benjamin Engelken Falkenstein, DO
Hometown: Merced, CA

UC Irvine Medical Center

Orange, CA

Internal Medicine
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CLASS OF 2026 DO GRADUATES

Justin Juan Flores, DO
Hometown: Madera, CA
Sutter Health
Roseville, CA
Anesthesiology

Steve Frediani, DO
Hometown: Clovis, CA
Virginia Commonwealth University
Health System
Richmond, VA
Emergency Medicine

Victor Fu, DO

Hometown: Folsom, CA
Kern Medical Center
Bakersfield, CA
Psychiatry

Cullen Bryan Gaffy, DO

Hometown: Scandia, MIN
Aurora Health Care/ASMC
Milwaukee, W1

Internal Medicine

Pooya Ganjali, DO
Hometown: Mission Viejo, CA
Saint Agnes Medical Center
Transitional Year
Fresno, CA
Radiology-Diagnostic
Las Vegas, NV

Martin Keith Oreta Garcia, DO
Hometown: Valencia, CA

UC Irvine Medical Center

Orange, CA

Psychiatry

Suliman Ghafary, DO

Hometown: Elk Grove, CA
Sutter Health
Oakland, CA

Internal Medicine

Samarth Anand Gopal, DO
Hometown: Clovis, CA
Loma Linda University Medical Center
Murrieta, CA
Family Medicine

Rajvarun Singh Grewal, DO

Abel Eusebio Guzman, DO
Hometown: Rocklin, CA
Tripler Army Medical Center
Honolulu, HI
Radiology-Diagnostic

Bardya Haghighat, DO
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
Keck School of Medicine of USC
Los Angeles, CA

Internal Medicine

Jaya Iman Harrell, DO
Hometown: Ouakland, CA
Kaiser Permanente
Seattle, WA
Family Medicine

Saad Hassan, DO

Hometown: Pleasanton, CA
Kaweah Delta Health Care District
Visalia, CA
Family Medicine

Gabriella Ann Heitmann, DO
Hometown: Walnut Creek, CA
Community Memorial Health System
Ventura, CA
Family Medicine

Megason Lynne Hill, DO
Hometown: San jJose, CA
Kaweah Delta Health Care District
Visalia, CA
Surgery-General

Emmanuel Ho, DO

Johan Hsu, DO*

Hometown: Rowland Heights, CA
Kirk Kerkorian SOM at UNLV
Las Vegas, NV
Surgery-General

Courtney Le Hua, DO

Hometown: Lake Forest, CA
UC San Francisco
Fresno, CA
Surgery-General
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CLASS OF 2026 DO GRADUATES

Yung An Huang, DO
Hometown: Modesto, CA
Sutter Health
Modesto, CA
Family Medicine

Kelly Do Huynh, DO
Hometown: San Jose, CA
Kaiser Permanente
San Jose, CA
Family Medicine

Naila Igbal, DO
St. Joseph's Medical Center
Stockton, CA
Psychiatry

Donia Javidi, DO
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
Dignity Health Northridge Hospital Medical
Center
Northridge, CA
Family Medicine

Ashwin Jayakumar, DO
Hometown: Clovis, CA
Providence St. Mary Medical Center
Apple Valley, CA
Internal Medicine

Cortland Jell, DO**

Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
Stanford Health Care
Stanford, CA

Pediatrics

Ranvir Singh Johal, DO
Hometown: Fresno, CA
UC San Francisco
Fresno, CA
Internal Medicine

Michael Jones, DO
Hometown: Clovis, CA
Authority Health GME
Detroit, MI
Pediatrics

Krishan Joshi, DO

Hometown: Clovis, CA
Community Memorial Health System
Ventura, CA
Internal Medicine

Tiffany Rebecca Jow, DO
John Muir Health
Walnut Creek, CA
Family Medicine

Rachel Kaleinani Kaneakua, DO
Hometown: Honolulu, HI

Sutter Health

Roseville, CA

Emergency Medicine

Obaid Khan, DO
Hometown: San jJose, CA
Sierra View Medical Center
Porterville, CA
Internal Medicine

Sonia Khatri, DO

Hometown: Bakersfield, CA
Kern Medical Center
Bakersfield, CA
Internal Medicine

DoKyum (William) Kim, DO
Hometown: Palisades Park, NJ
Zucker SOM-Northwell NS/LIJ
Manhasset, NY
Emergency Medicine

Mary Kocharyan, DO
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
Adventist Health Glendale
Glendale, CA
Family Medicine

Alexander Ryan Kosche, DO
Hometown: Orland Park, IL
William Beaumont Army Medical Center
Fort Bliss, TX
Transitional Year

Monica Le, DO

Hometown: Fresno, CA
Riverside University Health System
Moreno Valley, CA
Emergency Medicine

Christopher Lee, DO
Scripps Clinic/Green Hospital
La Jolla, CA

Internal Medicine

*Graduate with Honors **Class Valedictorian %Salutatorian
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CLASS OF 2026 DO GRADUATES

Duo Lee, DO

University of Nevada Reno School of Medicine

Reno, NV
Psychiatry

Isabella Lili Baines Levy, DO
Hometown: Los Angele:, CA
UC Irvine Medical Center
Orange, CA
Child Neurology

Charles Robert Lichtenstern, DO*
Hometown: Toms River, NJ

Scripps Clinic/Green Hospital

La Jolla, CA

Internal Medicine

Justin Ma, DO

Hometown: Lafayette, CA
Kern Medical Center
Bakersfield, CA

Internal Medicine

Behzad Maher, DO
Hometown: San Diego, CA
Sierra View Medical Center
Porterville, CA
Internal Medicine

Sibongile Shari Ann Makatini, DO
Hometown: San Diego, CA

UC San Francisco

Fresno, CA

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Jazlene Elleze Medina Mallari, DO
Hometown: San Jose, CA

Kaiser Permanente

Oakland, CA

Pediatrics

Colena Kate Mau, DO
Hometown: San Ramon, CA
St. Joseph's Medical Center
Stockton, CA
Internal Medicine

Layla Mazdeyasnan, DO*
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
Keck School of Medicine of USC
Los Angeles, CA
Internal Medicine

Gagandeep Kaur Mehrok, DO
Hometown: Lodi, CA
HCA Las Palmas del Sol Healthcare
El Paso, TX
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Maria Silvia Melgarejo, DO
Hometown: Sanger, CA
Kaweah Delta Health Care District
Visalia, CA
Family Medicine

Mariela Mendoza, DO
Hometown: Sanger, CA
HCA Las Palmas del Sol Healthcare
El Paso, TX
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Andrea Capati Martinez Merodio, DO
Hometown: Suisun City, CA

Valley Children's Healthcare

Madera, CA

Pediatrics

Ikroop Kaur Miglani, DO
Hometown: Irvine, CA
UPMC Medical Education
Pittsburgh, PA
Child Neurology

Reid Miller, DO

Hometown: Munster, IN
Indiana University SOM
Merrillville, IN
Psychiatry

Jillian Taylor Lim Milliken, DO
Hometown: La Habra, CA

Adventist Health Hanford

Sonora, CA

Family Medicine

Daniel Peter Mortenson, DO

Hometown: La Crosse, WI
Charleston Area Medical Center
Charleston, WV
Surgery-General

Hrach Nalchajyan, DO
Hometown: Glendale, CA
Riverside Community Hospital
Riverside, CA
Anesthesiology
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CLASS OF 2026 DO GRADUATES

Abhijeet Nayak, DO

Hometown: Clovis, CA
Corewell Health-Grand Rapids/MSU
Grand Rapids, MI

Pediatrics
Curtis Ngo, DO

Tiffany T. Nguyen, DO

Hometown: San Jose, CA
Morehouse School of Medicine
Bakersfield, CA

Andrew Pak, DO

Hometown: Yorba Linda, CA
Adventist Health Hanford
Bakersfield, CA

Internal Medicine

Robert Nelson Palacios, DO
Hometown: Palmdale, CA
Darnall Army Medical Center
Fort Hood, TX
Family Medicine

Dipa Patel, DO

Hometown: Lodi, CA
Aiken Regional Medical Centers
Aiken, SC

Internal Medicine

Raj Harshad Patel, DO
Hometown: Bakersfield, CA
Adventist Health Ukiah Valley
Ukiah, CA
Family Medicine

Valerie Pena, DO

Hometown: Yuma, AZ
Marian Regional Medical Center
Santa Maria, CA
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Kortney Alysse Ponce, DO*
Hometown: San Diego, CA
Community Memorial Health System
Ventura, CA
Orthopaedic Surgery

Nagqiyah Qadir, DO

Hometown: Corona, CA
Community Memorial Health System
Ventura, CA
Internal Medicine

Arielle Maya Radparvar, DO
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Loma Linda University

Loma Linda, CA

Internal Medicine

Minoo Rafati, DO
University of Vermont Medical Center
Burlington, VT
Internal Medicine

Ian Miguel Leyco Raguine, DO
Hometown: Chula Vista, CA
Ventura County Medical Center
Ventura, CA
Family Medicine

Vidushi Razdan, DO

Hometown: Morgan Hill, CA
Kern Medical Center
Bakersfield, CA
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Lilian Reddivalam, DO
Hometown: Fresno, CA
Adventist Health Glendale
Glendale, CA
Family Medicine

Dominic Jacob Rivera, DO
Hometown: Apple Valley, CA
Adventist Health White Memorial
Los Angeles, CA
Family Medicine

Hagar Mamdouh Saad, DO

Hometown: Astoria, NY
Summerville Medical Center
Summerville, SC

David Seo, DO

Hometown: Torrance, CA
Loma Linda University
Redlands, CA
Psychiatry

*Graduate with Honors ** Class Valedictorian %Salutatorian
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CLASS OF 2026 DO GRADUATES

Daniel Christopher Sepulveda, DO

Hometown: San Juan Bautista, CA
Saint Agnes Medical Center
Fresno, CA
Family Medicine

Zian Shabbir, DO*:

Hometown: Merced, CA
Kaiser Permanente
Los Angeles, CA
Internal Medicine

Wendy Shang, DO

Hometown: Walnut, CA
UCSE Benioff Children's Hospital
Oakland, CA

Pediatrics

Akshay Sharma, DO

Hometown: Union City, CA
Kern Medical Center
Bakersfield, CA
Psychiatry

Narinderbir Singh, DO

Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
Los Robles Health System
Thousand Oaks, CA

Internal Medicine

TJ Song, DO
Hometown: Gilroy, CA
El Rio Health
Tucson, AZ

Psychiatry

Jennifer Tasarz, DO

Hometown: Concord, CA
Schwab Rehab Hospital
Chicago, IL
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Kaweah Delta Health Care District
Visalia, CA

Transitional Year

Manan Snehal Thaker, DO
Hometown: Bakersfield, CA

Loma Linda University Medical Center

Murrieta, CA
Internal Medicine

Skylynn Thangwaritorn, DO
Hometown: Torrance, CA
Kern Medical Center
Bakersfield, CA
Internal Medicine

Abel Thomas, DO
Hometown: Modesto, CA
TIGMER
San Antonio, TX
Psychiatry

Darren Hideki Tom, DO*

Hometown: South Pasadena, CA
Huntington Memorial Hospital
Pasadena, CA

Internal Medicine

Brian Tran, DO

Hometown: Sacramento, CA
Henry Ford Warren Hospital
Warren, MI
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Cathy Ngoc Tran, DO
Hometown: Murrieta, CA
Stanford Health Care Tri-Valley
Pleasanton, CA
Family Medicine

Alexa Amber Truong, DO
Hometown: Orange, CA
University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA

Pediatrics

Joele Tueno Scott, DO
Hometown: Douala, Cameroon
Healthy Rural California
Chico, CA
Psychiatry

Delfino Alexander Varela, DO
Hometown: Montebello, CA
Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, TX
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Kaweah Delta Health Care District
Visalia, CA
Transitional Year
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CLASS OF 2026 DO GRADUATES

Julius Doan-The Vo, DO
Hometown: Irvine, CA

Sutter Health

Roseville, CA

Emergency Medicine

Helen Thao-Hien Vuong, DO

Hometown: Cypress, CA
University of Nevada Reno School of Medicine
Reno, NV
Family Medicine

David Eugene Waggoner, DO
Hometown: Plainfield, IN
University of Illinois College of Medicine
Chicago, IL
Pathology-Anatomic and Clinical

Akna Disara Wijekularatne, DO
Hometown: Las Vegas, NV

UC San Francisco

Fresno, CA

Family Medicine

Jingbing Xu, DO

Hometown: Eastvale, CA
HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, TX
Emergency Medicine

Emily Tyng-Tyng Yan, DO
Hometown: West Hills, CA
University of California San Francisco
(East Bay)
Oakland, CA
Surgery-General

Zeyu Yu, DO

Hometown: Stockton, CA
Riverside Community Hospital
Riverside, CA
Internal Medicine

Fatima Yusuf, DO
Hometown: Elk Grove, CA
UC Davis Medical Center
Sacramento, CA
Pediatrics

Sara Zalekian, DO

Hometown: Elk Grove, CA
Sutter Health
Roseville, CA
Emergency Medicine

*Graduate with Honors **Class Valedictorian ¥ Salutatorian

CHSU-COM CLASS OF 2026 MISSION

Together, as diverse individuals, we dedicate ourselves to establishing a class of physicians
who strive to serve our respective communities while embodying cultural humility,

equity, and inclusivity.
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CHSU AWARDS

COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

Tatiana Abdulnour, DO
Tatiana Abdulnour, DO

Haley Christine Bennett, DO

Cullen Bryan Gaffy, DO
Kelly Do Huynh, DO
Cortland Jell, DO

Tkroop Kaur Miglani, DO

Kortney Alysse Ponce, DO
Zian Shabbir, DO

Brian Tran, DO

Cathy Ngoc Tran, DO
Darren Hideki Tom, DO
Julius Doan-The Vo, DO
Layla Mazdeyasnan, DO
Michael Jones, DO

Sunny Tang, PE

Andy Phimmavong, BS

Varsha Swamy, DO (2024)

Vishal Gupta, DO (2025)

Deion Santander, DO (2025)

CHSU PROUD Award

CHSU Osteopathic Principles and Practice Scholars Award
CHSU Community Service Award

CHSU Tutor of the Year Award

CHSU Healing Hands Award

CHSU Academic Excellence Award, Valedictorian

CHSU National/Regional Impact Award

CHSU Clinical Excellence Award
CHSU Academic Excellence Award, Salutatorian

CHSU Mentor of the Year Award

CHSU Osteopathic Principles and Practice Scholars Award
CHSU Clinical Excellence Award

Fresno Madera Medical Society Leadership Award

CHSU Outstanding Research Award

Natalie Pena Brockett, DO Humanitarian Award

Donna Jones Moritsugu Memorial Award
Nominated by: Cathy Ngoc Tran, DO

CHSU Spouse of the Year
Nominated by: Monica Le, DO

CHSU Alumni Leadership Award

CHSU Alumni Mentor of the Year Award
CHSU Alumni Mentor of the Year Award
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MESSAGE FROM ASSOCIATE DEAN PATTIPATI

Dear MSBS Class of 2026,

Congratulations on achieving this remarkable milestone!

Today, we celebrate far more than the completion of a degree—
we celebrate your perseverance, transformation, and unwavering
commitment to your aspirations. Your journey through the
Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences program reflects a
deliberate and courageous choice: to challenge yourself, to grow
intellectually and personally, and to prepare for a meaningful
career in healthcare and biomedical sciences. Today, you stand
not only accomplished, but empowered.

Throughout this program, you have demonstrated exceptional
dedication and resilience. You embraced the rigor of biomedical
sciences, engaged deeply with complex concepts, collaborated
with your peers, and navigated challenges with determination.
Whether through coursework, research, or scholarly inquiry, you
have built a strong foundation that will support your continued
success in medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, research, public health, and other health professions.

Importantly, your journey has shaped more than your academic abilities—it has strengthened your critical
thinking, professionalism, and sense of purpose. You have learned to ask better questions, think more
analytically, and approach problems with both scientific rigor and human compassion.

As you take the next step, remember that science and healthcare are ultimately about people. Behind every
diagnosis, every dataset, and every discovery is a life, a story, and a community. I encourage you to lead
with empathy, act with integrity, and remain committed to lifelong learning. The world needs professionals
who not only excel in knowledge but also embody compassion, humility, and service—qualities you have
already begun to demonstrate.

You now join a growing and impactful community of MSBS alumni who are making meaningful
contributions to healthcare and advancing the well-being of the communities we serve—especially here in
the Central Valley and beyond. Your success is a reflection of your hard work and also of the mission we
share: to improve healthcare outcomes and inspire the next generation of leaders.

On behalf of our faculty, administration, and staff, thank you for allowing us to be part of your journey. It
has been an honor to support your growth and witness your achievements. We are incredibly proud of you
and look forward to celebrating your continued accomplishments in the years ahead.

Go forward with confidence, purpose, and pride.

“Inspiring future healthcare leaders to serve, uplift, and transform the health of our communities—
especially here in the Central Valley.”

With warmest congratulations and best wishes,

Ez

Sreenivasulu Pattipati, PhD
Associate Dean, College of Biosciences and Health Professions
Program Director, Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences

COMMENCEMENT 2026



CLASS OF 2026 MS GRADUATES

Sohum Acharya, MS
Hometown: Modesto, CA

Edris Mehdi Afzali, MS
Hometown: Fairfield, CA

Francesca Nadia Assemi, MS
Jason Piz Avalos, MS

Hometown: Fresno, CA

Elizabeth Victoria Demontano Ayala, MS

Hometown: Chino, CA

Saloni Hitesh Behra, MS
Hometown: Dallas, TX

Janan Bermani, MS

Sophia Jasmine Campos, MS
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Taran Singh Chahil, MS
Hometown: Visalia, CA

Ayesha Chand, MS
Hometown: Modesto, CA

Fatimah Cheema, MS

Jennifer Cux, MS
Hometown: Clovis, CA

Lucas Thomas Dawes, MS
Hometown: Arroyo Grande, CA

Jacob Ra Ealand, MS

Hometown: Fresno, CA

Nnamdi Patrick Edwards Igwe, MS
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Shivani Chetan Gandhi, MS
Hometown: El Centro, CA

Olivia Hartlove, MS
Hometown: West Chester, PA

Julia M. Hassan, MS
Hometown: Dearborn Heights, M1

Jagir Sanskaar Kamboj, MS

Hometown: Brentwood, CA

Uma Kanzaria, MS
Hometown: Shrewsbury, MA

Sukhdeep Kaur, MS
Hometown: San Jose, CA

Maci Renee Kight-Truong, MS
Hometown: Clovis, CA

Robert Le, MS
Hometown: Charlotte, NC

Haneen Jannah McNamee, MS
Hometown: Tampa, FL

Jacqueline Paola Morales, MS
Hometown: Norwalk, CA

Jasmine Kaur Mudhar, MS

Shahleen Kaur Narain, MS
Hometown: Clovis, CA

Alexis Priscilla Orozco Garcia, MS
Hometown: Sylmar, CA

Lauren Marie Ortiz, MS

Hometown: Fresno, Ca

Ritika Pall, MS

Hometown: Livingston, CA

Ninfa Pefnaloza, MS
Hometown: Downey, CA

Ashley Tezziah Pree, MS

Hometown: Fresno, CA

Amber Ramirez, MS
Hometown: Bakersfield, CA

Sharon Razo, MS

Hometown: Fresno, CA

Alejandro Romero, MS
Hometown: Bakersfield, CA

Roussolini Socrates, MS
Hometown: Chicago, IL

Jonathan Soliman, MS

Hometown: Brea, CA

Alexis Syhavong, MS
Hometown: Clovis, CA

Kylee-Ann Keimi Tawara, MS
Hometown: Kaneohe, HI

Ramona Monique Urrutia, MS
Hometown: Madera, CA
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CHSU AWARDS

COLLEGE OF BIOSCIENCES AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Maci Renee Kight-Truong, MS

Janan Bermani, MS

Sophia Jasmine Campos, MS
Taran Singh Chahil, MS
Olivia Hartlove, MS
Jacqueline Paola Morales, MS
Amber Ramirez, MS

Kylee-Ann Keimi Tawara, MS
Edris Mehdi Afzali, MS

Ashley Tezziah Pree, MS
Jacob Ra Ealand, MS
Julia M. Hassan, MS

Francesca Nadia Assemi, MS
Saloni Hitesh Behra, MS

CHSU MSBS Outstanding Graduate Award
CHSU MSBS Excellence Award

CHSU MSBS Excellence Award
CHSU MSBS Excellence Award
CHSU MSBS Excellence Award
CHSU MSBS Excellence Award
CHSU MSBS Excellence Award

CHSU MSBS Excellence Award
CHSU Graduate Value Award for Integrity

CHSU Graduate Value Award for Integrity
CHSU Graduate Value Award for Collaboration
CHSU Graduate Value Award for Collaboration

CHSU Graduate Value Award for Growth
CHSU Graduate Value Award for Growth

GOLD HUMANISM HONOR SOCIETY

The Gold Humanism Honor Society (GHHSY) is a community of medical students,
physicians, and other leaders who have been recognized for their compassionate care.
GHHS reinforces and supports the human connection in healthcare, which is essential

for the health of patients and clinicians.

Tatiana Abdulnour, DO
Likitha Yadav Aradhyula, DO
Haley Christine Bennett, DO

Kimberly Ochoa Carrasco, DO

Rajvarun Singh Grewal, DO
Megason Lynne Hill, DO
Emmanuel Ho, DO
Courtney Le Hua, DO
Cortland Jell, DO

Mary Kocharyan, DO

Duo Lee, DO

Isabella Lili Baines Levy, DO
Sibongile Shari Ann Makatini, DO
Ikroop Kaur Miglani, DO
Daniel Peter Mortenson, DO
Kortney Alysse Ponce, DO
Nagqiyah Qadir, DO

Hagar Mamdouh Saad, DO
Wendy Shang, DO

Brian Tran, DO

Helen Thao-Hien Vuong, DO
Akna Disara Wijekularatne, DO
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

2022-2023 STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

SGA President Ikroop Kaur Miglani, DO
SGA Vice President Julius Doan-The Vo, DO
Class of 2026 President Donia Javidi, DO

Class of 2026 Vice President Ikroop Kaur Miglani, DO

2023-2024 STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Class of 2026 President Brian Tran, DO
Class of 2026 Vice President Kelly Do Huynh, DO

2024-2026 STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Class of 2026 President Ikroop Kaur Miglani, DO
Class of 2026 Vice President Julius Doan-The Vo, DO

2025-2026 COLLEGE OF BIOSCIENCES AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Fall Semester President; Spring Semester Vice President  Shahleen Kaur Narain, MS

Fall Semester Vice President; Spring Semester President  Jacob Ra Ealand, MS

Treasurer Maci Renee Kight-Truong, MS
S Elizabeth Victoria Demontano
ecretary
Ayala, MS

HEALTH PROFESSIONS SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM RECIPIENTS

The Health Professions Scholarship Program helps pay for an advanced medical degree
and offers tuition and fees for up to four years for students to be a physician, dentist,
optometrist, physician assistant, or clinical psychologist. In exchange for the scholarship,
students must commit to military service. The CHSU graduating military ofhcers were
promoted from O-1 to O-3 at a Military Promotion Ceremony on May 14, 2026.

LT Christopher Larenz Acosta, DO CPT Abel Eusebio Guzman, DO
CPT Brynn Appelman, DO Capt. Johan Hsu, DO

CPT Steven Chuh, DO CPT Alexander Ryan Kosche, DO
CPT Steve Frediani, DO CPT Robert Nelson Palacios, DO
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OSTEOPATHIC PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE
SCHOLARS PROGRAM

The Osteopathic Principles and Practice (OPP) Scholars Program at the CHSU College
of Osteopathic Medicine offers a unique opportunity to advance knowledge and skills in
Osteopathic Principles and Practice. OPP Scholars are outstanding students who serve an
additional year dedicated to mentorship, focused academic studies, clinical patient care,
and research emphasizing osteopathic principles and practice. They represent the school
locally, regionally, and nationally.

Congratulations to our 2026 graduates of the CHSU Osteopathic Principles and Practice
Scholars Program!

Tatiana Abdulnour, DO
Cathy Ngoc Tran, DO

HONORARY OSTEOPATHIC SERVICE FRATERNITY

Sigma Sigma Phi is an Honorary Osteopathic Service Fraternity. Its objectives and
purposes are to further the science of osteopathic medicine and its standards of practice,
to improve the scholastic standing and promote a higher degree of fellowship among its
students, to bring about a closer relationship and understanding between the student
bodies and the officials and members of the faculties of our colleges, and to foster
allegiance to the American Osteopathic Association and to perpetuate these principles
and the teachings through the maintenance and development of this organization.

Eiman Azad, DO Cortland Jell, DO

Ryan Si woo Bae, DO Mary Kocharyan, DO
Patrick Daniel Bagumyan, DO Charles Robert Lichtenstern, DO
Kirill Konstantinovich Bandalak- Justin Ma, DO

Gonzalez, DO Kortney Alysse Ponce, DO
Cameron Keith DeLaere, DO Arielle Maya Radparvar, DO
Ayesha Tanzeeb Dhar, DO Lilian Reddivalam, DO
Justin Juan Flores, DO David Seo, DO

Emmanuel Ho, DO Wendy Shang, DO

Johan Hsu, DO TJ Song, DO

Courtney Le Hua, DO Skylynn Thangwaritorn, DO
Naila Igbal, DO Cathy Ngoc Tran, DO
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